NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

‘I]-':RE State of Californla ]
W3 The Nafura! Resources Agency
A Y Califomla Depariment of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)

ProJECT TITLE Rainbow Conservation Camp Storage Shed Project
8215 Rainbow Heights Road
PROJECT LOCATION Fallbrook, CA 92028 County San Diego
NWY, Section 5, T9S, R2W, SBBM
LEAD AGENCY California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)
Contact - Bric Just ,
CAL FIRE — Monte Vista Headquarters .
ADDRESS Pre-Fire/Resource Management Qffice PHONE
1 ( 619) 592-1224
: 2249 Jamacha Rd . 619

El Cajon, CA 92019

This project proposes the placement of two (2) new 18-foot-wide by‘24-foot—long prefabricated “Tdﬁgh Shed” storage buildings scparated by
a 24-foot concrete pad at the existing CAL FIRE Rainbow Conservation Camp. Completed project dimensions are 24-feet by 60-feet,

Foundations for the storage buildings will require two poured 6-inch-thick concrete slabs with 12-inch by 12-inch concrete footings. A final |

6-inch-thick slab will be poured between the two storage building foundations for additional equipment storage. Implenientation of this
project will require minor leveling of the proposed area and excavation of footings with any spoils to be tetraced into adjacent areas
(approximately 6 cubic yatds), placement of form boards and re-enfotcing steel, placement of approximately 31 cubic yards of transit mix
concrete. Necessary utility connections to these new buildings will require excavation of a 211-foot-long by 18-inch deep trench from the

existing mechanics building electrical panel to the new storage buildings, placement of a 1-inch electrical condait and backfill, compaction
and leveling of trenches. : .

Site preparation, concrete forms, and concrete finishing will be completed by CAL FIRE crews, Conerete delivery, pouring, and building
installation will be completed by approved contractors,

Rainbow Conservation Camp is located at 8215 Rainbow Heights Road and approximately two miles cast of the town of Rainbow on the
border between San Diego and Riverside Counties. The surrounding. environmental setting is comprised of typical montane chaparral in steep

foothill terrain. Rainbow Camp is in a rural arca with controlled public access, and is accessed by a private road four miles from the I-15
Freeway.

EXEMPTION STATUS

E[ Categorical Exemption Type/Section; ’Class land4 15301, Existing Facilities

D Statutory Exemption (state code section): 15304, Minor Alterations to Land
D Ministerial (§21080(b)(1); 15268)

D Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a))

D Bmergency Project (§21080(b){4); 15269(b)(c))

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT

This project is contained within the descriptions of two Categorical Exemptions listed in the CEQA Guidelines: Class 1 pertaining to repair
of existing facilities, and Class 4 pertaining to minor alterations to land. After completing an environmental analysis, the Department has
determined this project will have no significant impact on the environment. This determination is based on field assessments, 2 CNDDB
search, greenhouse gas emission calculations, and archaeological review completed by CAL FIRE Archaeological staff.

Field review by CAL FIRE staff confirmed that no exceptions apply which would preclude the use of a Notice of Exemption for this project.
The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to aesthetics, agriculture and forestland/timberfand, air
quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydroiogy
and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, population and housing, public services, recreation, transportation/traffic, ot to

utilities and service systems. Documentation of the environmental review completed by the Department is retained on file at CAL FIRE
MVU Headquarters in Ef Cajon,

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING

Govemors Office of Planning & Research
JUL 25 2019 ﬂ% % %

ST ATE G LE AR‘NGHO USE Magthe® Rcisf:hman, Assistant Deputy Director © Ddle

Resource Protection and Improvement
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection







California Department of Fores_try,ﬁand_,‘Eire Protection

Environmental Review Report for an Exempt Project

Note: This report form is intended for use by California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) staff to )
dooument a limited environmental impact analysis supporting the filing of a Notice of Exemption (NOE) document for a
proposed CAL FIRE project, Although the project appears to fit within the descriptions-for alfowable Categorical Exemptions,
this report presents CAL FIRE's revieyy for possible “Bxceptions™ that would precinde finding the projest fo be catcgorically
exempt as discussed in CEQA Guidelines Seation 153002, This report will be filed with the CEQA administrative récord for

.. this projeot to document the environmental impact analysis conducted by the Department.

B CC Y

Author;  EricJust . "
Title:  Unit Forester o
Address: 2249 JTamacha Road, El Cajon, CA 92019
Phone:  (619)592-1224 - ,

Email: eric.just@fire.ca.gov -

Project Name: Rainbow Conservation Camp Storage Shed Project
Project Number;  MVU-2019-003 o "
Program Type: New Construction

CALFIRE Unit: MVU B

County: , San Diego

Acres (miles): <.05 acres ’

Legal Location:  NW %, Section 5, T9S, R2W, SBBM

Name of USGS 7.5’Quad Map(s): . Pechanga

Other Public Agency Review/Permit Required:
Would the project result in:

et
=
7+ 28

oo NO
alterations to a watercourse (CDFW - Lake atid Stream Alteration Agreeinent) O X
conversion of timberland (CAL FIRE - Conversion Permit or Exemption) ™ T
demolition (Local Air District - Demolition Permit) ' ' R X
soil disturbance over 1 acre (RWQCB - SWPPP) ] X
fill o possible wetlands (404 Permit- USACE) . 0 K-
other;: L ‘ - ] X

Discuss any above-listed .t;qlii_cjte_m checked Yes and consultation with agéncies:

Project Description and Environmental Setting (Describé the pi'oject activities, project site and its surroundings, its
location, and the environmental setting): o '

This project proposes the placement of two (2) new 18-foot-wide by 24-foot-long prefabricated “Tough Shed” storage buildings
separated by a 24-foot concrete pad at the existing CAL FIRE Rainbow Conservation Camp. Completed project dimensions are
24-feet by 60-feet. Foundations for the storage buildings will require two poured 6-inch-thick concrete slabs with 12-inch by
12-inch concrete footings. A final 6-inch-thick slab will be poured between the two storage building foundations for additional
equipment storage. Approximately half of the proposed site will replace an already existing concrete pad. Implementation of
this project will require minor leveling of the proposed area and excavation of footings with any spoils to be terraced into
adjacent areas (approximately 6 cubic yards), placement of form boards and re-enforcing steel, placement of approximately 31
cubic yards of transit mix concrete. Necessary utility connections to these new buildings will require excavation of a 211-foot-
long by 18-inch deep trench from the existing mechanics building electrical panel to the new storage buildings, placement of a
l-inch electrical conduit and backfill, compaction and leveling of trenches. Site preparation, concrete forms, and concrete
finishing will be completed by CAL FIRE crews, Concrete delivery, pouring, and building installation will be completed by
approved contractors, The project work would be completed within two weeks.

The CAL FIRE Rainbow Conservation Camp is located at 8215 Rainbow Heights Road, east of the town of Rainbow on the

border between San Diego and Riverside Counties. Rainbow is a rural, un-incorporated community located in the exireme
northwest portion of San Diego County. '




Rainbow Conservation Camp Tough Shed Praject - Environmental Review Report Form (ERRE) Supporting an Exempt Project

Environmental Impact Analysis

Aesthetics

L] This topic does not appiy to this project and was not evaluated further, .
This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project proposes the placement of two (2) new 1 8-foot-wide by 24-foot-long prefabricated “Tough Shed” storage buildings
separated by a 24-foot concrete pad. These activities will be of limited visibility to the public due to the remote location, will
not significantly alter the existing view, and therefore; will not have a significant impact to the public’s aesthetic view, Based
on {he above it has been determined this project will not have a significant impact on aesthetics. ) :

Agriculture and Forest Resources

[X] This topic doés not apply to this project and was not evalited further, . o
[JYes [XI'No Would any trees be felled? If yes, discuss protection of nésting birds and compliance with FPRs.
[1Yes No Would the project convert any prime or unique farmland? o

[ Yes No Would the project result in the conversion of forest Jand/timberland to non-forest use? -

["] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The atea does not meet the definition of timberland under the Califpmfé: Forest Practice Rules. Thiers will be no iripact to
| agriculture or forest resources as a result of this project. No trees will be removed or impacted by this project..

Air Quality

H This‘_topic: does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further., , ) B I
Yes - [.]No The local Air Quality Management District guidelines for dust abatement and other air gliality concerns were
reviewed for this project. ' o ‘ -

[< This topic could dpply to this project, and results of 'thé"aSs'ésSmeﬁt'ar:e‘é'pro_\:f_‘idg:q below o

This p;ojé’c’t proposes the placement of two (2) new 18-foot-wide by 24-'foot—16ﬁg'ﬁréf‘a{ﬁ@jir_:ja’t_éd""’_fqﬁgh Shed” stotage buildings
separated by a 24-foot concrete pad. Project implementation will require minof site leveling, excavation of 12-inch-deep
footings and excavation and backfill of 211 feef of electrical trench, To avoid the possibility of dust generation and to ensure

proper compaction, water will be on site and appropriately appﬁ"'d ‘whenever iSQi'l"dis‘tﬁrb‘dnhe takes place. This project will

require one piece of mechanized equipment. CGontractor staff will commute and concrete mix, will be delivefed. The project

would be' completsd Within two weeks. The limitéd duration and limited. use of tiechanized equipmént will not create a
sigpificant impact on air quality, R T i
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Rainbow Conservation Camp Tough Shed Project - Environniental Revrew Report Form (ERRF) Supporting an Exempt PmJecr
Biological Resources B

-[] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further,

[ ] Yes [<] No Will the project potentially effect biological resources? . -

DJd Yes [[INo Was acurrent NDDB review completed? Results diseussed below

[JYes D No Wasa biological suryey of the project area completed‘? Results discussed below
[E Thls toplc could apply to tms pro_]ect and results of the assessment are pr0v1ded below '

speclal status specles) that-occur, w1thm the proj.éc.t' boﬁﬁdarles ang _s T
results of this search yielded one (1) plant specws of. lB or above The. 1den

assessment for the species to be potentlally lmpacted by this project are mcluded in the table below TaBle 1, Blologlca'["
Assessment for the Rainbow Conservation Camp Tough Shed Project, San Diego County, CA. :

Based on these fmdmgs and due to all work being conducted on previously disturbed argas void of native. vegetatmn CAL FIRE
staff determined that adverse impacts to. any biological resources are unllkely to occur because of this pro;ect Impacts are less
than significant, e L o ,

e

Scientific Name | Common Federal Stafe i CD "CA o " Habitat &~ "¢ Ve Analys1s
. Name¢ | Status | Status | FW Ra.t‘e
Y | Stat | Plan | . . SE g i
) g L o b us Rank e b P il S
& Arctostaphylos Rainbow. ° -} None None | . IB. Chaparral Usually found Sltc is located Wlth , stati
B rainbowensis manzanita | | R . in Gabro chaparral, compound on preyio y _
A 100870 m. | disturbed ground levéled for
' station construction:* Area is
maintained free of vegetation,
Project will have riotimpact on
this species
Status Codes Key
United States Fish & Wildlife Semcc (USFWS) CA. Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) L
FE Federal Endangered CE California Endangered
FT : ‘Federal Threatened CcT . : California Threatened
socC - . Specles of Concetn R . _ California Rare
Federal speclal concem L o - T
FSC . species - CsC : California Species of Concern
BCC " Birds of Conservation Concein : i : . - . o

California Native Plant Society Lists (CNPS) :
List 1B: Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere

List 2: Plants rare, threaténgd, or cndangered in California, but more common elsewhcre

List3; - Plants which need more species informition . %
List4; Plants with limited distribution (watch list) :
Extensions to List Categories

1 Seriously endangered in Callfomla

2 Faitly threatened in Califoinia

.3 Not very threatened in California




- "Rainbow Conservaiion Camp Tough Shed Project - Environmenial Reéview Report Form (ERRF) Supporting an Exempt Profect
Geology and Soils :

]:]"l" his topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated fiirther,
[X] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

The project does not expose people or structures to pofential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, ot
death involving rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong giound shaking, ground failure or landslides. The Rainbow
Conservation Camp is not located near a fault zone and is identified asa moderate to low shake atea in the event of an earthquake.
Additionally, the project area is riot located on a géologic unit of soils that are unstable or that would become unstable because
of thé proposed project, nor will the project have an impact with tégard to expansive soils. ' : _
Impleinentation of this project will require temiporary-soil distirbance. CAL FIRE will enisire that proper storm water Best
Managérient Practices (BMP's) are implétmented to avoid any erosion during project construction. The project will hot result
in impacts oii geology ot soils. T - : T .

Cultural Resources

Ol Thls topic does not apply to this projéct and was not 'efél_il'a_t'eﬂ fuither. o ‘ .
[ Yes [1No Wasa current archabological tecords ctieck coriipleted? Resulfs discussed belo:

B Yes [[INo WasaCAL FIRE Staff or Contract Archagologist consulted? Results discussed below:
X Yes [|No Wasan archaeological survey of the project aréa completed? Results discussed below:

| [JYes XINo Willthe pioject affect any historic biiildings or archacological site?

X ‘This topic could apply to this project; and results of the assessnient are provided below:.

At archaeological survey of the project area was conducted by CAL FIRE staff on July 16, 2019, This field suryey yielded |
nogative results. No evidence of prehistoric or historic activity was obsefved within or near thé projéct boundaries. CAL FIRE

Senior Achdgologist Laryynh Carver detetinitiod that-fhie projéct would have no itipacts to eultural rescurces based ‘on the
negative resultd’of the sutvey conducted by staff and a yiery of the archagological database conducted on July 16, 2019. A

| letior has beeri placed i the‘project file detailing these findings on July 17, 2019.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions...

[] This topic does not apply to this project and was riot evaluated further. .
[1Yes [XINo Would the project generate significant greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions? _
[]Yes BXINo  Would these GHG emissions result in a significant impact oii the Envirohment? Discuss below:

[ Yes No Would the projéct conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing

the emissions of greenhouse gases? Discuss below:

GHG emissions calc’ulati"cipg wers based on estimates of total fossil fuel consuimptien by motb‘ﬁzec_l equipment required for
facilitation of this project. Estimiaies were based.on high end usage projections, Conversion factors utilized were obtained from

the, California Climate Action Register (CCAR) General Reporting Protocol (CCAR 2009). The Resulis aré detailed below:

Total CO2e produced under the scope of this project this will result in net release of 0.97 metri¢ tons of CO2e,

Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Worksheet . . . .
. [+ ] .| GALOF
Transportation Vehicles MILES | MPG |:.: FUEL .
Staff vehicle - Gas - ' 300- - T 9006
Other Vehicle Gas . 280 25.0
Crew Vehicle - Diesel 0 00
Stake Side Trk. - Diesel _ 0 0.0
Engine FTH- Digsel 0 0.0
Other Vehicle Diese! 140 14.0
Other Vehicle Diesel . 120 120
o _ . . .| GAL.OF
Construction Equipment HOURS | GPH FUEL
Dozer/Loader/Grader - Diesel ' 24.00
Misc. Equipment - Diesel 0.00
‘Misc. Equipment - Gas " 0.00
Chainsaw Meedeater/ Ect, £.00
Misc. Handheld gas e 0.00
L ' TOTALS | CF | KILOGRAMS
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Rainbow Conservation Camp Tough Shed Project - Environmental Review Report Form (ERRF) Supporiing an Exempt Project

Total Gasoline Consumption 52.0 8.18 425.36
Total Diesel Consumption 50.0 | 10.15 507,50
Total Metric Tons COZe - Gas foe _0.43

Total Metric Tons COZ2e - Dicsel 051

Total Metric Tons CO2e | 093]

The significance threshold CAL FIRE used to determine significance is thresholds established by the California Air Pollition
Control Officers Association is 900 tons/yr, for indirect sources (combined construction and operational em1ssnons) Based
upon this threshold, impacts to greenhouse 24as emlssmns are 1ess tllan mgmﬁcant

Hazards and Hazardous Materlals B ] _ R

@ This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated farther,
[] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

‘This project proposes the placement of two (2) new 18-foot-wide by 24- foot—long prefabncated “Tough Shed” storage buildings
separated by a 24-foot concrete pad. The project location is on pf*ev1ously disturbed ateas within the éxisting camip compoind
and is not on or near a listed hazardous materials site, will not result in creating a hazard to the public through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of any hazardous materials or release hazardous materials into the environmefi, The project site is
not located within an airport land use plan or within the vicinity of a private airstrip and will not interfore with an emergency
response plan, Implementatwn of this project will not have an impact regardmg hazards and hazardous matetials. :

Hydrology and Water Quality T

[] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further, o
[1Yes XINo . Will the prq] ect potentlally affect any watercourse or body of water? . £
[ This topie could apply to this proj ect, and results of the assessment are provided below

This project proposes the placement of two (2) new 18- foot-mde by 24-foot-long prefabticated “Tough Shed” storage bmldmgs
separated by a 24-foot congrete pad at Rambpw Censervauen Camp. Project implementation will have no impact on local
ground water tables or result in an increase in water usage The project will not result ini any additional run-off,. BMP’s shall
be employed during project work to minimizé any storm water run-off or soil erosion to a less than sighificant level should a
heavy rain storm occur, This project will not have a significant effect on current or firture hydrology or water quality.

Land Use and Planning

{X] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
[] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

'This project will not have an effect on current or fiture land usé and planning.

Y

Mineral Resources

P4 This topic does -not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
[] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project will have no impacts to mineral resources.

Noise o S o ' -

[] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further,
This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project will utilize CAL FIRE crews and expertise as well as private contractors to complete proposed work. Work will
occur Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM and noise levels are expected to be consistent with hand operated construction tools
and equipment and is for a limited time penod Additionally, the project is in a controlled location that is remote from any public

presence or access. Once completed noise levels will return to pre-project levels. There will be no significant impacts from the
noise generated by this project.




Rainbow Conservation Camp Tough Shed Project - Environmental Review Report Form {(ERRF} Supporting an Exempt Project

Population and Housing

[ 'This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further.
[] This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project will have no effect on population or bousing.

fu-blic Services

[X] This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. _
[ This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project will have no adverse effects on public services.

Recreation

This topic does _noi: apply to this project and was not evaluated ‘_fupth;el".‘
[J This topic conld apply to this project, and resg_lfs of the asséssment are provided below:

This pfbjéct will have no impact to recreation, _

Trans‘porfétidn!’l“rﬁfﬂc_ -

[C] This topic does hot apply to this project and was ﬁd; evaluated further, .
This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

Coniractors origination location is assumed to be the City of Escondido, the closest latge metropolitan area, located 50 miles
from the project site and would require six round trip commutes. Technical staff will be commiuting from CAL FIRE Monte
Vista headquarters near E Cajon for a total of four days each throughotit project implementation, Cement and matérials delivery
will be from Escondido and require a total of five trips, Mini Excavator will require a one-time haul in and remain on site for
duration of need. All vehicles and consfruction equipment use during project impleméntation would access Rainbow
Cotiservation Camp via Interstate 15 north fo Rainbow and then via, Rainbow Heights Road, The project would not donflict

with any applicable plan, or policy establish_in__g service leve] standa.rds as the frahsﬁoitaiéion'sysiem hiis adequate capacity.

The vehicle trips created by the _;:)foposea project will not create & significant impact on transportation and traffic as the traffic

generated is not substantial and is.of limited duration.

Utilities and Service Systems

(1 This topic does not apply to this project and was 1ot évaluated further.
This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below:

This project proposes the placement of two (2) new 18-foot-wide by 24-foot-long prefabricated “Tough Shed” storage buildings
separated by a 24-foot concrete pad. This project will 1ot result in any increase of waste water volume, require or résult in the
construction of new storm water drainage facilities or expansion of existing ones. Net water draw from arca aquifers willremmain

unchanged. This project will have no jmpact on existing municipal iitilities or services.

Changes Made to Avoid Environmental Impacts:

‘Best management practices, including dust abatement and erosion control devices consistent with minor soil disturbance have
been incorporated into the design of this project. There are no known cultural or biological concerns present within the project

area. Protective measures outlined the Cultural Resource section of this document will be implemented.
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Rainbow Conservation Camp Tough Shed Project - Enyironmental Review RepoNForm (ERRF) Supportmg an ExemprrOJect 7_ L
MandatoryFmdmgsofSIgmficance. e e aw s e YES  NO.

‘describe how the pr Bjéétﬁts thé'élass): R A
J‘he pro;ect is consmtent w1th Categoncal Ex i pt' s

exemptlons“hstedabove : ERR ;. '
Concluswn'

IE After assessmg potent1al envmonmental 1mpacts ‘and evalu ‘tng' the descrlptmn for the various classes of Categoncal
' Exemptlons to CEQA CAL FIRE has determinéd that the project fits ‘within one or more of the exemptlon classes and no
exceptions exist at the, pro_]ect site which would preclude the use of this exemption, Th epartment considered the posmblhty of
(a) sensitive. locatlon (b) curnulative impact, (c) significant impact due to unusual circuistanices, (d) impacts to scenic hlghways
(e} activities within a‘hazardcus waste site, and () significant adverse change to the slgmﬂcance of a historical resource A Notice
of Exemptxon wﬂl be ﬁled at the State Clearmghouse - :

. After assessing potent1al envn"omnental unpacts and evaluatmg the descrlptlon for the vaﬂous classes of C fed orical
Exemptions to CEQA, CAL FIRE has determiried that the project does not fit within the descrlptlon for the various exemptlon
_classes or has found that exceptlons exist at the progect site Which precludes the use of & Categoncal Exemptlon for. thlS pro_1 ect.

Addltlcnal enVLronmental review will be conducted and the appropnate CEQA document used may bea Negatlve Declaratlon or
a Mltlgated Negatlve Declaratlon Do
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Figure 1. Project Vicinity Map for the Rainbow Conservation Camp Toi, Projéct, showing géneral location of project within

San Diegoe County, CA.
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Figure 2. Locatioti of tough shed plaéement (yellow polygon) and electrical trehch (brown dotted ling). Blue polygon indicates
boundary. C :




bow _(,Jo.':.s-ei'pa!forf‘;@@z-p Tough Shed j’r_ojéqt_;—.finvi" i F e bW Re

romss it

rigfestby2afeet

. Fighite 3. Coniractor provided image of single Tough Shed design. Two will'be pldced at np a8 part of ©
this project. B o T T
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Ph'oto'z: Close-up photo of project area looking West,
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Photo 4: Mechanics Building will be source of electrical connection.




